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December 12, 2016 
 
The Honorable John Kasich 
Riffe Center, 30th Floor 
77 South High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6117 
 
RE: Substitute Senate Bill 329 
 
Dear Governor Kasich: 

The Ohio Nurses Association (ONA) is the recognized leader and advocate for professional nursing in the state of 
Ohio and serves as the only voice for all of Ohio’s 180,000 registered nurses. ONA’s nurses have molded the 
nursing and healthcare landscape in Ohio since the beginning of the 20th century and continue to do so through 
advocating for quality patient care and the availability of healthcare services for all Ohioans.  To this end, ONA 
does not support the provisions included within Sub SB 329- Sunset Review.  We respectfully request that Sub SB 
329 be vetoed.   

Sub SB 329 proposes to establish a schedule for the periodic review of the state departments currently in the 
Governor’s cabinet and unless renewed by a standing committee, cease to operate.  The departments 
incorporated within this language include,   but are not limited to: 

 The Department of Health 

 The Department of Developmental Disabilities 

 The Department of Aging 

 The Department of Medicaid 

 The Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 

 The Department of Veterans Services, and 

 The Office of Health Transformation 

ONA is concerned that this sunset review language would allow departments to cease to exist without a vote 
from the legislature or input from administration and leaves full power to a standing committee directed by the 
Senate President and Speaker of the House.  Sub SB 329 eliminates important checks and balances within the 
legislative process and provides a small group of legislators with total control. 

The services and programs offered by the above-mentioned departments protect the health and wellbeing of 
Ohio’s disabled, mentally ill, poor, aging, recovering addicts, and our veterans.  The health and longevity of our 
communities rely on safeguarding Ohio’s most vulnerable; we cannot protect Ohioans if a committee of a few 
chooses not to renew our most important departments that we so desperately need.   

Kindest Regards, 

 
Lori Chovanak, MN, APRN-BC 
Chief Executive Officer 


